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Question: 
Do you think people in heaven can see what is happening on earth or are they resting? 
 
Answer: 

This is a great question! Many of the specific details of what is taking place in heaven 
right now (including the activities of Christians who have died), are not spelled out clearly in 
Scripture.  

However; there are a few verses that do shed light on the question posed above. The first 
reference I will address is Hebrews 12:1. 

 
Therefore we also, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside 

every weight, and the sin which so easily ensnares us, and let us run with endurance the race that 
is set before us. (KNJV) 

 
In order to fully understand this verse, we must go back further into Hebrews 11 and get 

the context. The writer of Hebrews lays out in chapter 11 what is commonly called the “Hall of 
Faith”. Listed in this chapter are examples of Old Testament Saints who exemplified great lives 
of faith and commitment to God. They include Moses, Abraham, Enoch, Noah, etc… These are 
the witnesses spoken of in Hebrews 12:1.  

These examples are meant to inspire, challenge and motivate us in our journey of faith. 
However; they function as role models for us and not spectators who are somehow looking down 
on us. This passage would seem to indicate that believers who have passed before us should also 
be examples for us, but they are not watching what is taking place on earth.  

The second Scripture is II Corinthians 5:8.  
 

We are confident, yes, well pleased rather to be absent from the body and to be present 
with the Lord. (NKJV) 

 
At the moment of death a believer’s soul immediately goes into the presence of God. 

Until we are reunited with our earthly bodies and gloriously transformed, we will spend our time 
in heaven worshipping God and interacting with other saints, but it is highly unlikely that we will 
be preoccupied with the affairs of the world.�
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 On October 5-7, the Bible Baptist Church of Sodus hosted its yearly Missions Conference.  Every 
year the Mission Committee ministers to the body by planning, inviting and making arrangements for this 
important event.  They do this by inviting missionaries to speak, give us updates on their ministries, 
provide encouragement for the BBCS body and share with us how we can best provide support for their 
ministries through prayer or other means.   
 This year’s Conference theme was “Sharing the bread of Life with the World.”  Our church was 
blessed with missionaries from four countries that we minister to through our Faith Promise giving.  
Overall, our church supports 18 missionaries; 15 in 14 foreign countries, 1 in Utah, one nationally (which 
includes a local ministry) and one local to Sodus.  Our guests this year were Dr. Harry and Muriel Fletcher 
(Good News Prison & Jail Ministry), Larry and Sharon Lilly (Mexico), Thomas Obunde (Uganda) and Bill 
and Jan Wemett (representing David and Sally Seefried, our missionaries to South Africa.  Mr. Seefried has 
been quite ill, now on dialysis,  and was not able to make the trip). 
 The Conference kicked off on Friday night with a catered banquet dinner in the Fellowship Hall, 
where the BBCS church body and the missionaries became acquainted.  On Saturday morning in the 
Fellowship Hall, Mr. Lilly, Mr. Wemett, Mr. Obunde and Mr. Fletcher shared ministry updates and 
anecdotes with the men and boys.  At noon, there was a Women and Girls’ luncheon at the Steger Haus 
Restaurant.   
 Sunday morning kicked off with church-wide missionary updates and challenges to our church 
body.  In what is usually the Sunday morning Sunday School hour, Larry Lilly shared about the ministries 
of he and Sharon in youth camps, conferences, VBS, missions trips and the promotion of their Bible 
College in Ciudad Mante (Mexico).  They were able to see how the fruit of the college has produced 
graduates that they have been able to see in action this past summer.  They have been encouraged by the 
decisions made at youth camp: 28 campers surrendered to full time service, 11 of them planning to enter 
the Bible College.  10 people were saved and 134 dedications were made.   
 Thomas Obunde was next on the podium and shared about he and his wife, Faith’s, work with 
their staff to reach people university age on down to elementary student ages.  They do this through sports, 
music, and drama as well as sharing the gospel.  Mr. Obunde shared an amazing blessing that the Lord 
brought in providing a large sum of money for the purchase of a much-needed building.   
 Bill and Jan Wemett shared their experiences serving under the ministries of David and Sally 
Seefried in South Africa.  Bill shared how, even though David has been quite ill, he still maintains a 
powerful hand in sharing the gospel message both in “The Pines,” a Christian community for orphans with 
HIV/AIDS, and as President of Ambassadors International Ministries.  Bill and Jan shared how they helped 
out with the renovation of “The Pines” building (another acquisition whereby the Lord accomplished the 
seemingly impossible!) and seeing the children go from lives of hopelessness to lives of hope in Jesus 
Christ. 
 Our Keynote Speaker was Dr. Harry Fletcher of Good News Prison & Jail Ministry (GNPJM).  He 
now serves as Vice President of Pastoral Care for GNPJM with international headquarters in Richmond, 
Virginia.  He also has local ties to our area: he served as a Senior Pastor for 25 years, 11 of which were at 
Webster Bible Church in Webster, N.Y.!  Mr. Fletcher provided challenging messages from God’s Word 
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on Sunday morning and showed an encouraging video during the Sunday evening wrap-up.  Hardened 
criminals changed by the gospel and their testimonies, now serving the Lord in some capacity.  One 
testimony is of a young woman who will never get out of prison in this lifetime, but now considers herself a 
missionary for Christ ministering to the incarcerated.  We also had the added blessing of our local GNPJM 
chaplains, Lou Lander and Paul Burress, present with us for the evening wrap-up service! 
 We are a church who has a desire to participate in supporting the efforts of sharing Jesus Christ in 
the modern world.  Not only is our focus on our surrounding local communities, but we believe in and are 
encouraged by the spreading of God’s Word to the ends of the earth.  This fulfills the great commission, in 
which Christ taught, “Go into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature  (see Mark 16:15).”   
 The BBCS body would like to thank the Missions Committee for yet another soul-stirring, 
inspirational Missions Conference! 
 
 (NOTE: The Missions Committee is Joan & Leon Hakes, Kathy Jopson, Pam & Claudia Arend 
and Sandy & Jon Stone.) 
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 AWANA Clubbers were given a special opportunity in Club on the night of 
October 17.  They were handed “AWANA Faith Finders” sheets prior to entering 
their Council Time sessions (and, for the Sparkies, “Green Meadow Time”).  This 
is the session where they usually have a guest speaker or an AWANA leader bring 
them a special message about Jesus and the Bible.   
 For answering seven questions on the sheet, they could be awarded an 
extra 25 “AWANA Shares.”  (Now you may ask, “What are AWANA Shares?”  Well, the 
kids know!  Come visit us some Wednesday night and find out!  No, it has 
nothing to do with the Stock Market!) 
 Here are the questions the kids needed to answer:  

1. What color are the hymnals in the sanctuary? (Ans: blue) 
2. What page number is John 3:16 on in the pew Bibles?  (Ans: 561) 
3. True or False: Is being good and going to AWANA is enough to get you to 

heaven? (Ans: False) 
4. Who is God’s only begotten Son? (Ans: Jesus) 
5. What does faith mean to you? (Clubbers got to answer this “free hand.”  

Some of their answers were: 
 
 “believing in God,” “to believe God,” “to believe in God,” “that I 

believe in Him,” “I can Have faith to do Stuff,” “believe in Jesus w/out 
seeing him,” “that you believe Jesus is the Son of God, our Savior,” 
“Heart,”  “to trust in God,” “believing in something you can’t see,” and 
“that you should be good for your leaders.” 

 
6. What song did you sing tonight in council time/green meadow time? (Ans: 

some of the songs, “All in All,” “Blessed be your Name,” “Awesome God”) 
7. (For Truth & Training Clubbers only:) Who was your guest speaker tonight?  

(Ans: Mr. (Alan) Bartlow) 
 
 This exercise was fun and also provided a tool for leaders to be able to 
see where Clubbers are spiritually.  Some of the answers were left blank; 
others kids wrote “don’t know” on some of the questions dealing with doctrine.  
For the kids, it was a fun exercise. 
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 It just goes to show: you never know what cool thing may happen in AWANA 
Club! 

 
_______________________________________________________________________________
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